
Residents support 

right to know 
RESIDENTS t 10111 1 rnbi lo. (i lenwood. 

Wentworth. Seas iew. and Morningside 

united last Thursdas 1) hear a talk on the 

Secrecy Bill. 

Alison riley. executive Director of the 

Open Democracy Advice Centre 

(ODAC briefed the community on the 

proposed Protection of Information Bill 

and its potential dangers to SA�s democracy. 

Presented under the banner of the 

Right2Know Campaign, Alison rendered 

the complex facts in an easily digestible 

format and during the discussion session 

afterwards, answered some of the community�s 

questions. 

Some of the main concerns were The 

Bill being applicable to too broad a 

sphere and therefore open to individual 

interpretation and abuse: the tact corruption 

could be entrenched within goxernment 

and related bodies and that there 

would he no defence for whistle-bloss - 

ers. 

Other issues included the effect of the 

Bill on investigative journalists and researchers 

and that the Bill could possibl 

mean self-censorship and resultant suppression 

of a newly vibrant nation, and 

would result in a massive increase in 

litigation through already overburdened 

courts. 

Also present at the meeting were CoOlmunity 

leaders Steve Thusi. chairman of 

Dal toll Hostel and Thu lan i k hue ffoi n 

Dalton Hostel. Shepherd Zvavanhu frotn 

Civil Soc ietv � Anti � Xenophobia Co Ill � 

mu ni t Building Project and Zi 01 hah we 

M l)( KZN representative. Alan Murph 
oni the FcoPeace Parts, DA ward cowi� 

ciii or. Sue B urrov s and her hu hand 

Roger Burrow . bocird member ol the 

ODAC. Marianne Camerer. and members 
ol the South Durhan Corn nun i ty En � 

ironineittal Alliance and [ and 

Seas ess CPFs. The meeting was hosted 

the U nih lo Cong regaL on al Church 

and taci I itated h the lJmhilo Action 

GIOUj. L Ct\ OflC Is ins ited [ 010 the 

R2 K aIiIpLIlgn. Visit non. ,2I (lit�. ZO 

S INFOFREEDOM. sour name and 

tow I1ICII\. to 32759. 

Send us your comment 
SMS BME and your comment 

to 32690. Ri per SMS. 

Shepherd Zvavanhu, Steve Thusi, Alison Tilley, Sue Burrows 
and Thulani Mkhize at the meeting. 
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